


Is this your first Rodeo?
Or maybe you’ve seen a show or 100?

Want to get a feel for what you
can expect for this year’s festival?

We’ve got tonnes of great digital
content to share with you.
Keep your device handy and get
ready to scan and discover!

https://www.oyr.org/support/donate
https://vimeo.com/1024963193


Welcome back Friends, new and old, join us in a 
brief thought experiment:

Ok, take a deep breath, close your eyes. Cast your mind 
back and remember an event. Feel the glow of a special 
night out and how connected it made you feel to the world. 
Who was with you? What happened? 

Now open your eyes and start flipping through this book. 
Take your time. Ask questions. Read a bit more. 

With your heart and mind open, follow the path that leads 
you to a show or experience that has allure and calls to you, 
and prepare to take a step. Take the leap. Or a plunge. Feel 
the shock of the cool water or the welcome embrace of 
heat. Confidently return to the surface and breathe again.

Repeat. Tell a friend. 

The festival is about the world. The festival is about you. 

See you at the Rodeo!

Blake Brooker            Oliver Armstrong
Artistic Director         Producer

In the spirit of respect, reciprocity and truth, we honour and 
acknowledge Moh’kinsstis, and the traditional Treaty 7 territory and oral 
practices of the Blackfoot confederacy: Siksika, Kainai, Piikani, îethka 
Nakoda Nations: Chiniki, Bearspaw, Goodstoney and Tsuut’ina Nation. 

We acknowledge that this territory is home to the Otipemisiwak Métis 
Government of the Métis Nation within Alberta Districts 5 and 6. Finally, 
we acknowledge all Nations – Indigenous and non – who live, work and 
play on this land, and who honour and celebrate this territory.

We gather together during the High Performance Rodeo to create 
meaningful connections and memorable experiences through live 
performances, and to celebrate culture on this sacred land. As 
generations before us have, we gather together to build community 
through storytelling. 

One Yellow Rabbit strives for respectful partnerships with all peoples 
as we search for collective healing through truth and reconciliation to 
honour this beautiful land together.

Land Acknowledgment

Jackson Gee is the amazing local artist behind the 39th 
Annual High Performance Rodeo festival creative! The 
art is bold, vibrant, and a little bit cheeky - remind you of 
anyone else you know? And if you spot the program or 
poster around town, snap a pic and tag us. Let’s spread 
that #HPRodeo love far and wide! @jacksongeeart

Message from Blake and Oliver
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Message from the Board Chair 
On behalf of the Board of Directors and everyone at One Yellow 
Rabbit it is my great pleasure to welcome you to the 39th Annual 
High Performance Rodeo.

It is marvellous and amazing to consider that the Rabbits and 
the Rodeo have been providing Calgarians with unique and 
inspiring performance experiences for four decades. The Board 
of Directors is honoured to support the incredible creative, 
technical, administrative and volunteer teams that present 
Calgary’s most enduring theatre festival.

OYR is currently engaged in intensive strategic planning to 
ensure the future of the Rodeo in a changing theatre landscape, 
and we deeply appreciate your continued loyal attendance and 
individual financial support. We are profoundly excited to share 
new ways for us to showcase the legacy of the company and its 
founders, while we construct the framework for our future vision 
of creating and presenting wild performance in Canada.

We also gratefully acknowledge our corporate and media 
sponsors and the generous support we receive from all three 
levels of government.

Have a great Rodeo! See you in the Lounge. 

Jim Laycraft 
Board Chair

One Yellow Rabbit & 
High Performance Rodeo 
For three wild weeks every January, One Yellow Rabbit presents the 
High Performance Rodeo, an international festival of live art. It’s a 
chance for everyone to watch touring performances from across 
Canada, acclaimed international shows and new and experimental work 
from artists here at home.

FESTIVAL TEAM
• Artistic Director Blake Brooker CM
• Associate Artist Denise Clarke CM
• Ensemble Artist Andy Curtis
• Managing Director John Dunn
• Producer Oliver Armstrong
• Company Manager Johanne Deleeuw
 
Big Secret Theatre Technician Dylan Bauer | Administrative Assistant Alison 
Bloxham | Outreach Coordinator Noah Boyle | Program Cover Art Jackson 
Gee | Business Manager Amanda Germain | Front of House Supervisor 
Kloee Huberdeau | Bar Manager Devlin Imeson | Program Guide Designer 
Billy James | Venue Technician Adam Kostiuk | Box Office Manager Max 
Maxwell | Box Office Representative Tayla Mapatac | Front of House 
Manager Glenda Morrison | Front of House Supervisor Tori Morrison | Front 
of House Supervisor Marinko Pavic | Box Office Representative Taylore 
Petersen | Beautiful Young Students Coordinator Maezy Reign | Production 
Manager Nole Richardson | Festival Representative Hassan Rizwan | Digital 
Coordinator Connor Sadler | Graphic Artist Sreejani Sarkar | Bartender 
Tiffany Ste Croix | Festival Driver Adrian Stroud | Technical Director Mike 
Skwara | Marketing and Communications Tina Wolfe

Videography 2150 Creative (Matt McKinney) | Social Media Pedestrian 
Agency (Kristy Archibald, Sean Irani, Derek Nguyen) | Festival Publicity 
Shareworthy PR and Communications (Alex Kingcott, Justine Hesch) | 
Special Thanks to Debbie Nordstrom, Meredith Potter, Alexandra Prichard, 
Stu Reid, and Shirley Yurchi.
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Let’s see what Oliver Armstrong, 
HPRodeo Producer has to share!

“WEEK ONE is going to whet your 
palate with some major, joyful 
theatrical work. We’re bringing you 
legendary artists like Taylor Mac from 
NYC and the best queer rock from 
British Columbia, alongside virtuoso 
Alberta-based creators. There are 
shows for festival newbies and the 
wildest of the Rodeo veterans.” 

“There is not a single show in WEEK 
TWO that won’t hit you where you 
FEEL. These are shows with massive 
emotional impact, and each and 
every one will stay with you. It’s 
incredible what a 3-foot marionette 
is capable of doing, when wielded 
by the master Ronnie Burkett. These 
solo shows were created from 
deeply personal, but also universal 
experiences. Come with an open 
heart and open mind and you won’t 
regret it.”

“By now, HPRodeo will be in the 
swingy-est of swings, which is the 
perfect place to find yourself with 
Lucy Darling or Mump & Smoot in 
WEEK THREE. Perfect. We’re taking 
you back to the days of grunge. 
We’re coming with you to the book 
club to mess things up. And we’re 
setting you up with some of the 
world’s best dancers. And then we’re 
inviting everyone to a dance party 
(that includes you). Going out with a 
bang has always been our style.”

are you ready
to rodeo?
GET YOUR TICKETS!
With so many shows, we have a number of
ways to grab your seats. We also work hard
to keep ticket prices affordable for our
community with various ways to save.

ONLINE | OYR.ORG

VISIT US IN PERSON AT ARTS COMMONS 
225 8th Ave SE, Downtown Calgary

ARTS COMMONS BOX OFFICE (main floor)
403.294.9494
For general ticket purchases and information

HOURS
Monday - Friday | 9am - 6pm 
Saturday | 10am - 6pm 
Sunday/Holiday | CLOSED

ONE YELLOW RABBIT BOX OFFICE (2nd floor)
403.294.7592 | tickets@oyr.org
Get in touch for customized concierge
services and personalized recommendations
on shows and promotions

HOURS
Leading up to 2025 HPRodeo

Tuesday - Thursday | 12pm - 5pm

During 2025 HPRodeo | Jan. 14 to Feb. 1
Tuesday - Saturday | 12pm - 8pm

Holiday closure | Dec. 24 to Jan. 1, 2025

SAVE WITH US!

BUNNYSAVER DISCOUNTS 
Flash sales with special HPRodeo
discounts available for a limited time
only. Sign-up for our newsletter and
watch our socials to know when these
discounts go live and stock up while 
the deals are hot!

GROUP DISCOUNTS
Groups of 10 or more seeing a single
show can take advantage of a 10%
discount. 
 >> Discounts only available by calling
      or visiting a HPRodeo Box Office

STUDENT / ARTS WORKER PRICING
Do you work in the arts? Are you a
student? Many shows have a special
price of $25 or $35 for eligible patrons.  
>> Tickets for eligible shows are subject 
      to availability and a maximum of 
      2 tickets per person, per show.  

RUSH SEATS
This sweet deal is only available in
person for select shows at the venue
Box Office just before the show starts. 
Be warned - the deal is only available
if there are still seats available.  
 >> Watch our socials for availability!

GIFT CARDS
Give the gift of experience - whatever
your budget! Redeemable for most
shows at the High Performance Rodeo. 
Visit oyr.org or call the OYR Box Office at
403.294.7592 to purchase or redeem.

ACCESSIBILITY
In collaboration with Inside Out Theatre, we are proud to offer accessible performances
during the HPRodeo.   >> For a detailed list of accessible performances and venue
accessibility, visit our website or call us at 403.294.7592 to learn more.

Jan 14 to 
Jan 19

Jan 21 to 
Jan 26

Jan 28 to 
Feb 2

WEEK 1

WEEK 2

WEEK 3

https://dpb-web.instantencore.com/program/45701/page/171245?cid=5208162&refreshCode=1730491664
https://dpb-web.instantencore.com/program/45701/page/171252?cid=5208162&refreshCode=1730491741
https://dpb-web.instantencore.com/program/45701/page/171257?cid=5208162&refreshCode=1730491818


@HPRodeo
@OneYellowRabbit

Connect with us and help spread the word
about the bold, cutting-edge and full-of-heart
experience that is High Performance Rodeo.

#highperformancerodeo

#oneyellowrabbit
#HPRodeoFOMO #HPRodeo2025
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backstage &
vip experiences

Do you want the opportunity to get up close
with your favourite HPRodeo Headliners?

Limited availability!
Get your tickets before they vanish like
a rabbit in a hat at a magic show...

Ronnie Burkett | BACKSTAGE EXPERIENCE
Two Nights Only

Jan. 22 & Jan. 24
Meet Ronnie and his amazing marionette
characters in person.

Mump & Smoot | BACKSTAGE EXPERIENCE
One Night Only

Jan. 30 
Don’t miss out on this unique opportunity
to see the set and props up close.

Après Lucy | POST-SHOW EXPERIENCE
Meet the grand dame of magic

Jan. 28, Jan. 29 & Jan. 30
Enjoy a front-row seat to a dazzling
sleight-of-hand experience.



Tue, Jan 14 7:30pm

Martha Cohen Theatre,
Arts Commons
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Curated by Jamie Dunsdon 

Get ready to kickstart opening night of the 
High Performance Rodeo with a bang!

A perennial favourite, the Ten Minute Play 
Festival is our favourite way to celebrate 
opening night of the festival. Say goodbye 
to convention and dive headfirst into the 
uncharted waters of theatrical spontaneity. 
A sell-out event every year, witness Calgary’s 
most fearless theatre troupes embrace the 
ultimate creative challenge: crafting a wholly 
original 10-minute play in just 24 hours, 
fuelled only by a prop and a single line of 
dialogue!

This challenge is not for the faint-of-heart; it’s 
a gauntlet thrown down to those who dare to 
be different, those who revel in audacity, and 
those who thrive on the unexpected.

Ten Minute Play 
Festival
HPR Kick-off | Spontaneous | Must See

SCAN FOR MORE INFO

https://dpb-web.instantencore.com/program/45701/high-performance-rodeo-20/page/171635/ten-minute-play-festival?cid=5208162


Created and Performed by 
Ronnie Burkett 

Joe and his dog Mister lose their home, and 
facing separation, head into the world for 
one last grand adventure together. The world 
seems broken, but Joe sees magic in the 
mundane, beauty amidst brutality, and life in 
the lost and lonely. A seemingly simple tale of 
a simple man, Wonderful Joe is a love letter to 
imagination, hope, and the art of filling broken 
hearts with gold.

Tue, Jan 21  7:30pm
Wed, Jan 22 7:30pm
Thu, Jan 23 7:30pm

Fri, Jan 24 7:30pm
Sat, Jan 25 7:30pm
Sun, Jan 26 2:00pm

Martha Cohen Theatre,
Arts Commons

“At its heart, it’s about community, empathy 
and imagination. All things that help elevate 
the lives of average Joes everywhere.” 
 - Toronto Star

SCAN FOR MORE INFO

Ronnie Burkett in 
Wonderful Joe
Touching | Humorous | Humanity
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https://dpb-web.instantencore.com/program/45701/high-performance-rodeo-20/page/173256/wonderful-joe?cid=5208162


Wed, Jan 29 7:30pm
Thu, Jan 30 7:30pm

Fri, Jan 31 7:30pm
Sat, Feb 1 7:30pm

Martha Cohen Theatre,
Arts Commons
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Created and Performed by 
Michael Kennard and 
John Turner

In this deliciously dark comedy, Mump & 
Smoot - two otherworldly clowns from the 
planet Ummo - stumble through a nightmarish 
quest in search of salvation. Speaking their 
bizarre native tongue, these disciples of the 
mysterious god Ummo bring audiences on 
a twisted journey that’s equal parts horrific 
and hilarious. Forget everything you think you 
know about clowns - this is not a show for 
children. A wickedly entertaining performance 
that ventures into decidedly adult territory with 
macabre humour and surreal sensibilities.

“The particular genius of Mump & Smoot 
is the way they put the physical — no, the 
visceral — into dark comedy.” - Liz Nicholls

SCAN FOR MORE INFO

Mump & Smoot 
in Exit
Dark | Twisted | Hilarious

https://dpb-web.instantencore.com/program/45701/high-performance-rodeo-20/page/170873/mump--smoot-in-the-exit?cid=5208162


Tue, Jan 28 9:30pm
Wed, Jan 29 9:30pm
Thu, Jan 30 9:30pm

Tue, Jan 28 7:30pm
Wed, Jan 29 7:30pm
Thu, Jan 30 7:30pm

Big Secret Theatre, 
Arts Commons

Aprés Lucy

Lucy Darling in Indulgence 
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Starring Carisa Hendrix

Back by popular demand! A returning favourite 
from the High Performance Rodeo in 2024, 
join Lucy Darling, the grand dame of magic, 
for a semi-improvised comedy show you won’t 
want to miss. Lose yourself in the enchanting 
world of Lucy Darling, renowned across the 
globe not only for her quick wit and irresistible 
charm but also for her impeccably fabulous 
hair. Indulgence is a delightful fusion of 
spontaneous improvisational comedy, side-
splittingly clever repartee, and mind-boggling 
feats of magic. With a touch of audience 
interaction, Lucy Darling transforms the very 
fabric of magic with every performance.

“Lucy Darling is a true original – both hilarious 
and delightful. An exceptional new talent in 
magic.” – David Copperfield

Après Lucy | POST-SHOW EXPERIENCE
Join us after the show and meet the grand 
dame of magic (extra ticket required)

SCAN FOR MORE INFO

Lucy Darling 
in Indulgence
Magical | Hilarious | Vintage

https://dpb-web.instantencore.com/program/45701/high-performance-rodeo-20/page/170874/lucy-darling-in-indulgenc?cid=5208162


Elegance | Performative | Evocative

Nobody holds their audience in the palm of 
their hand quite like our own Denise Clarke. 
Back by popular demand for two nights only, 
you too can bask in this genuine experience. 
Join her in this distinctive theatrical 
environment for a poetic and dynamic creation 
by the woman who literally wrote the book 
on performance theatre. Rooted in evocative 
movement and an elegance all her own, this 
night is certain to enchant and engage.

“Simple, precise, relaxed. Denise is offering us 
a raw and honest exploration of performance. 
We will join her there in joy and in intentional 
thought. Sure to sell out, Denise’s Salon is not 
to be missed.” - Oliver Armstrong, Producer

Fri, Jan 31 7:30pm
Sat, Feb 01 7:30pm Fri, Jan 31 9:30pm

Big Secret Theatre, 
Arts Commons

Big Secret Theatre, 
Arts Commons

Eclectic | Risky | Raw

Beautiful Young
Artists Cabaret
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Denise 
Clarke’s 
Salon

For one sparkling night only, join these 
talented artists as they return to the Big 
Secret Theatre. Curated by Denise Clarke, 
these BeautifulYoungArtists will explore 
poetry, songs, small scripted chunks, original 
music, and more. A sold-out hit since 2022, 
anything goes - from haiku to sonnet, 
prepared to be surprised, impressed and 
inspired!

“The cabarets are this year’s raw and risky 
offering.  For many, this is what makes the 
Rodeo a rodeo.  Unpredictable, original and 
important, the next generation of festival 
performers are here to make you an offer - 
one which you can take or leave, but never 
overlook.” - Oliver Armstrong, Producer

SCAN FOR MORE INFO

SCAN FOR MORE INFO

https://dpb-web.instantencore.com/program/45701/high-performance-rodeo-20/page/173277/denise-clarkes-salon?cid=5208162
https://dpb-web.instantencore.com/program/45701/high-performance-rodeo-20/page/173278/the-beautifulyoungartists?cid=5208162


Danny Nielsen combines dazzling technique, 
natural musicality, and a drive to constantly 
innovate with a heartfelt desire to honour the 
rich traditions of the form. Alexandrov, Nava 
and Nielsen is a collaboration with renowned 
Bulgarian pianist/percussionist Kristian 
Alexandrov which delves into the symbiotic 
relationship between tap dance and jazz 
piano. Completing the trio is Calgary based, 
Venezuelan born, bassist extraordinaire, Daniel 
Nava. Touching on new takes of old standards, 
and original music, the three will co-create 
a performance drawing on everything from 
traditional and contemporary jazz to R&B, hip 
hop and rock. 

Joyous | Rhythmic | Youthful

Alexandrov, Nava 
and Nielsen

Thu, Jan 30 7:30pm
Fri, Jan 31 7:30pm
Sat, Feb 1  2:00pm 
Sat, Feb 1  7:30pm

DJD Dance Centre
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SCAN FOR MORE INFO

Co-presented with Decidedly Jazz Danceworks

ICONIC CHARACTERS

..............................................................................................................

LEGENDARY PUPPETRY
NOT-SO-BASIC BOOK CLUBS
MAGNIFICENT MAGIC
& VIRTUOSIC SOLOS

THE 39TH ANNUAL
HIGH PERFORMANCE RODEO

ARE YOU READY TO EXPLORE?

..............................................................................................................
 NOW IS THE TIME TO DISCOVER!

THE ONLY QUESTION WE HAVE...
IS THREE WEEKS ENOUGH TO
EXPERIENCE EVERYTHING?

Ronnie Burkett in Wonderful Joe | Mump & Smoot in Exit
Lucy Darling in Indulgence | Ten Minute Play Festival
Day Player Machine | Mother Nature | Flux in the City | Rat Academy
Denise Clarke's Salon  |  BeautifulYoungArtists Cabaret
Alexandrov, Nava and Nielsen  |  Call and Response
I Don't Even Miss You | Hot Dyke Party | Scratch Party
Taylor Mac in Conversation with Denise Clarke

The First Bad Man  | Ribstone |  Words in Progress
Mozart's Birthday Party  |  Unplugged: Nirvana Reimagined
ProArts Concerts  |  Closing Night Party  |  Laycraft Lounge

CRM&PNSHMNT | Echoes of the Land | Fun Free Stuff

https://dpb-web.instantencore.com/program/45701/high-performance-rodeo-20/page/170880/alexandrov-nava-and-niels?cid=5208162


A new show from Decidedly Jazz Danceworks 
featuring live music by the Falling Bullets 
Jazz Band from New Orleans, led by Marla 
Dixon. Featuring Traditional New Orleans 
Jazz (the birthplace of jazz!), watch as highly 
skilled dancers respond with all of their foot 
stomping, finger snapping, head nodding, 
shoulder shimmying, torso wiggling, hip 
shaking, groove busting ways.

Call and response
Dance | Spicy | Joyous

Thu, Jan 16 7:30pm 
Fri, Jan 17 7:30pm 

Sat, Jan 18 7:30pm 
Tue, Jan 21 7:30pm 

Wed, Jan 22 7:30pm 
Thu, Jan 23 7:30pm 
Fri, Jan 24 7:30pm 

Sat, Jan 25 7:30pm 
Sun, Jan 26 2:00pm 

DJD Dance Centre

The character Raskolnikov tries to get away 
with murder, the author Dostoevsky tries to 
get away with writing forbidden ideologies. 
Come along for the ride as they try to 
explain everything in less than 80 minutes. 
CRM&PNSHMNT is a playfully abridged 
exploration of the original axe-murderer, his 
imprisoned and pardoned creator, and its 
modern artistic context. 

CRM&PNSHMNT
Movement | Narrative | Moody

Wed, Jan 29 7:30pm 
Thu, Jan 30 7:30pm 

Fri, Jan 31 7:30pm 
Sat, Feb 1 7:30pm 

The Pumphouse Theatre

25

SCAN FOR MORE INFO

SCAN FOR MORE INFO

Co-presented with Decidedly Jazz Danceworks

Co-presented with 
Cloudsway Dance Theatre

https://dpb-web.instantencore.com/program/45701/high-performance-rodeo-20/page/170879/call-and-response?cid=5208162
https://dpb-web.instantencore.com/program/45701/high-performance-rodeo-20/page/173274/crmpnshmnt?cid=5208162


Funny | Interesting | Premiere

Big Secret Theatre, 
Arts Commons

An Influence B Production

Day Player Machine is the brainchild of Tom 
Scholte, a Genie award nominated actor, 
director, and writer whose work has been 
celebrated at such film festivals as Sundance, 
TIFF, Rotterdam, and the Berlinale. Inspired by 
Scholte’s experiences working as a day player 
on American film sets, this world premiere 
is a darkly funny ride through the imploding 
psyche of a Canadian film actor who thinks he 
might just be an android in a simulated reality.

Direction and Dramaturgy by Blake Brooker.

Wed, Jan 22 7:30pm 
Fri, Jan 24 7:30pm 

Sat, Jan 25 3:00pm 
Sat, Jan 25 7:30pm 

Day Player 
Machine

27

SCAN FOR MORE INFO

THANK YOU,
VOLUNTEERS!

We are so grateful for our
incredible team of volunteer Rabbits,

we just couldn’t do what we do
without YOU.

Do you want to join the fun?
Get in touch to volunteer at future
events, we can’t wait to meet you.

https://dpb-web.instantencore.com/program/45701/high-performance-rodeo-20/page/173257/day-player-showcard?cid=5208162
https://www.oyr.org/support/volunteer


Soundscape | Community | Creator

Participatory | Playful | Scrappy

Echoes of 
the Land

Flux in the City

Co-presented with 
Ghost River Theatre

Echoes of the Land invites audiences to 
immerse themselves in a transcendent sound 
bath led by traditional drummers Cedric 
Lightning and Skip Wolf Leg, featuring an all-
star ensemble of local musicians and spoken 
word artists like Kris Demeanor and Kenna 
Burima. Grab your yoga mat and lie down as 
you let the soothing, meditative sounds wash 
over you. Bask in this powerful sonic odyssey 
that invites deep reflection on the land.

West Village Theatre

Contemporary Calgary 
Auditorium

Thu, Jan 16 7:30pm 
Fri, Jan 17 7:30pm 

Sat, Jan 18 7:30pm 
Sun, Jan 19 3:00pm 
Thu, Jan 23 7:30pm 
Fri, Jan 24 7:30pm 

Sat, Jan 25 7:30pm 

Wed, Jan 22 7:30pm
Thu, Jan 23 7:30pm

Fri, Jan 24 7:30pm
Sat, Jan 25 2:00pm

A Major Matt Mason Collective 
production in collaboration with 
Contemporary Calgary

This ain’t your grandpa’s municipal 
consultation. Intrepid theatre artists and 
amateur urbanists, Nathaniel Hanula-James 
and Wesley Reibeling, try to reinvent one of 
the most frustrating, opaque, and downright 
boring processes known to humankind: the 
municipal consultation. At its heart, this show 
is a celebration of the glorious messiness 
that makes every city exciting and unique. 
This world premiere of Flux in the City speaks 
directly to the city of Calgary: its past, its 
present, and where it might go from here.

SCAN FOR MORE INFO

SCAN FOR MORE INFO
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https://dpb-web.instantencore.com/program/45701/high-performance-rodeo-20/page/173258/flux-in-the-city?cid=5208162
https://dpb-web.instantencore.com/program/45701/high-performance-rodeo-20/page/170876/echoes-of-the-land?cid=5208162


Rock concert | Joy | Queer

Hot Dyke Party

Engineered Air Theatre, 
Arts Commons

Thu, Jan 16 7:30pm
Fri, Jan 17 7:30pm

Sat, Jan 18 7:30pm

A theatre-rock-concert celebrating dykes, 
butches, femmes, and queers of all sorts! 
Coming to you from the west coast! Hot Dyke 
Party might talk to you. They might talk at you. 
They will not ask you to come on stage. Queers 
and allies are welcome to dance (or stand and 
sway) throughout the night. 

SCRATCH PARTY

FRIDAY BONUS! * After the Jan 17 show join 
us for a party with a live DJ and dancing. This 
event is free and open to all, inspiring you to 
ride the wave of festival vibes! Cash bar.

Co-presented with Arts Commons Presents 
and Downstage Theatre

SCAN FOR MORE INFO

Open Nightly
6:00PM until LATE
MOTEL THEATRE

THE place to meet up before or after
your show. Swoop in and flock to the bar

with the finest performance crowd around.
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https://dpb-web.instantencore.com/program/45701/page/170875?cid=5208162


Big Secret Theatre, 
Arts Commons

Big Secret Theatre, 
Arts Commons

Wed, Jan 15 7:30pm
Thu, Jan 16 7:30pm
Fri, Jan 17 7:30pm

Sat, Jan 18 7:30pm

Tue, Jan 21 7:30pm
Thu, Jan 23 7:30pm

Fri, Jan 24 9:30pm
Sat, Jan 25 9:30pm

A Tiny Bear Jaws Production 
co-presented with Verb Theatre

A Bhama Roget Production

Non-binary computer programmer Basil (they/
them) wakes to a new world and devastating 
loss. Using live music, dance, and video, I 
Don’t Even Miss You is a bold exploration of 
grief, love, artificial intelligence, and legacy 
that asks how gender, identity, and family can 
exist with no one to perceive them.

In this genre-defying original rock-comedy, 
Seattle writer and award-winning comedian 
Bhama Roget brings Mother Nature alive in all 
her brutally charming glory. 

Rife with unresolved asteroid trauma, and 
still carrying a torch for those dead sexy 
dinosaurs, she’s here to assure us that just 
because we’re on the way out doesn’t mean 
we can’t feel good about ourselves. When 
humanity finds itself at a boiling point, a crisis 
of culture mirroring a crisis of nature, Mother 
Nature wants her children to know that 
with every crisis comes an opportunity. An 
opportunity to ROCK!! 

Dystopian pop | Exploratory | Solo

Healing | Rock opera | Earthy

I Don’t Even 
Miss You

Mother Nature

SCAN FOR MORE INFO

SCAN FOR MORE INFO
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https://dpb-web.instantencore.com/program/45701/high-performance-rodeo-20/page/168912/i-dont-even-miss-you?cid=5208162
https://dpb-web.instantencore.com/program/45701/high-performance-rodeo-20/page/173255/mother-nature?cid=5208162


Jack Singer Concert Hall,
Arts Commons 

Sat, Jan 25 7:30pm

Co-presented with Calgary Philharmonic Orchestra

It’s a double birthday celebration for Music 
Director Rune Bergman and Wolfgang 
Amadeus Mozart! Come party with the Calgary 
Phil as they perform Mozart’s imaginatively 
sophisticated Symphony No. 38. Then, stay for 
one of the finest masses the composer ever 
wrote. With its grand orchestration and bright 
character, you’ll see why the Mass in C Major 
became a hit in Prague when it was used for 
the coronation festivities of Leopold II in 1791.

Celebratory | Joyous | Sophisticated

Mozart’s 
Birthday Party

SCAN FOR MORE INFO

Your donations help pay the bills
and more importantly your support

brings incredible stories to the stage.

Do you like a little taste of wild in
your entertainment? Donate today
and help us to keep things spicy!
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https://dpb-web.instantencore.com/program/45701/high-performance-rodeo-20/page/170877/mozarts-birthday-party?cid=5208162
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Contemporary Calgary Auditorium

Wed, Jan 15 7:30pm
Thu, Jan 16 7:30pm

Fri, Jan 17 7:30pm
Sat, Jan 18 7:30pm

Wednesdays @12:00pm 
Cathedral Church 

Produced by Batrabbit 
Productions in collaboration 
with Contemporary Calgary
Rat Academy is a physical comedy that 
follows Fingers, the last rat left in Alberta, 
immediately after discovering Shrimp, an 
escaped lab rat. In order to train Shrimp to 
survive in a world that hates him, Fingers 
creates the Rat Academy to train his new 
protégé along with the audience in the ways 
of the rat. 

Cartoon-y | Gritty | Disarming
Rat Academy

PROARTS

Noon-hour concerts 
of boundary-pushing 
contemporary music, 
featuring local and Canadian 
works specially curated for 
the acoustic environment 
of Cathedral Church of the 
Redeemer.

FREE 
SHOWS!

Jan 15

Explore the Cathedral as an acoustic 
playground for flute and violin.

SoundscapE | Contemporary | Duo
Jaijai Li and Laura Reid

Jan 22

Jan 29

Engage with a poetic performance blending 
dance, sound, and memory-driven reflection.

Immerse in an improvising trio blending 
clown-inspired energy with diverse musical 
influences.

Heartbreak | Memory | Reflection

Joyful | Experimental | 
Improvisation

Anastassiia Alexander

Icarus 3

SCAN FOR MORE INFO

SCAN FOR MORE INFO

SCAN FOR MORE INFO

SCAN FOR MORE INFO
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Motel Theatre, 
Arts Commons

Sat, Jan 18 1:00pm

A work in progress created and 
performed by Chris Hunt, 
A Black Radish Production 

Ribstone uses old-time music, old-time 
technology, and old-time heart to explore what 
it means to look back on the old times with 
today’s eyes. Join renowned Calgary actor 
Christopher Hunt as he returns to the stage to 
tell his own story... or at least one version of it. 

Old-time music | Autobiographical | Storytelling

Preview 
Performance: 
Ribstone

FREE 
SHOW!

SCAN FOR MORE INFO

fun | free | stuff

More info in our digital guide
You know what to do! 
Scan and discover now.

You might laugh!
You may cry!

workshops
& talk backs
parties
& art

lunchtime
concerts

previews &
readings

Get more out of your HPRodeo experience
and be kind to your pocketbook too.
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Martha Cohen Theatre, 
Arts Commons

Sat, Jan 18 7:30pm

A co-presentation with 
Arts Commons Presents

Rich with stunning musical performances, the 
HBO documentary, Taylor Mac’s 24-Decade 
History of Popular Music, captures a tour-de-
force performance that was performed only 
once in Brooklyn, New York. Denise Clarke will 
lead a live discussion with Taylor Mac about 
the groundbreaking concert event, followed 
by a screening of the documentary.

Elaborate | Immersive | Introspective

Taylor Mac in 
Conversation with 
Denise Clarke

Memorial 
Public Libary

Thu, Jan 30 7:30pm 
Fri, Jan 31 7:30pm 
Sat, Feb 1 2:00pm 
Sat, Feb 1 7:30pm 
Sun, Feb 2 2:00pm 

Audience members will join a live 
performance featuring Dublin’s Pan Pan 
Theatre, based on a reading of “The First Bad 
Man,” a novel by Miranda July. Ahead of the 
performance, all attendees will receive a copy 
of the book as an invitation to join in the book 
club experience during the show.

Grab a seat and settle in to this book club 
as Kitty Blennerhasset, John Benno, Rose 
McVittie and Freya Golden explore their 
first book, week after week, along with 
the characters of Miranda July’s novel. 
This production of The First Bad Man is a 
humourous, thoughtful, and occasionally 
unsettling look at how we engage with others, 
drawing on the book’s themes of loneliness 
and isolation. 

Literary | Immersive  | Emotional
The First Bad Man
A co-presentation with Wordfest, 
A Pan Pan Theatre Production
Not quite your mother’s book club, this immersive theatre experience 
offers far more than just a literary discussion.

SCAN FOR MORE INFO

SCAN FOR MORE INFO
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Jack Singer Concert Hall, 
Arts Commons

Fri, Jan 31 7:30pm

Co-presented with Calgary 
Philharmonic Orchestra

The musicians of the Calgary Philharmonic 
and guest vocalists bring their grit to this 
re-creation of Nirvana’s celebrated live album 
MTV Unplugged in New York! Throw yourself 
back to the ‘90s when grunge music reigned 
supreme and rock out to the band’s About a 
Girl, Come as You Are, Pennyroyal Tea, and 
more — all given extra oomph with a full 
symphony orchestra.

Nostalgic  | Grunge  | Trailblazing

Unplugged: 
Nirvana 
Reimagined

SCAN FOR MORE INFO

Join us as we reflect, connect and get down
at the official festival closer for

the 39th Annual High Performance Rodeo.  

Get your tickets today...
because you never know what’s
going to happen on closing night!

CLOSING NIGHT PARTY

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 1, 2025
9:00PM | BIG SECRET THEATRE

that’s a wrap!
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https://dpb-web.instantencore.com/program/45701/high-performance-rodeo-20/page/170878/unplugged-nirvana-reimagi?cid=5208162
https://www.oyr.org/productions/closing-night-party


Motel Theatre, 
Arts Commons

Sat, Jan 18 3:30pm

An event series created as a platform for 
artists to connect, converse, and share 
their work, Words in Progress features a 
frisky cross section of playwrights sharing 
selections of new plays in development. 
Readings and conversation, live and 
local. Hosted by playwright and curator 
Louise Casemore (Undressed, GEMINI), 
and featuring readings of new plays 
from Kenneth T. Williams (Café Daughter, 
The Herd), Maezy Reign (Hang In There, 
Teen Prophet), Harley Howard-Morison 
(Kaldrsaga, Alberta Queer Calendar Project), 
and special surprise guests!

Playwrights | Collaborative | local
Words in Progress

FREE 
SHOW!

SCAN FOR MORE INFO

Get ready for new storytelling and music by
Alejandro Escovedo coming in 2025.

STAY TUNED FOR MORE INFO!
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One Yellow Rabbit is exceedingly grateful to all of our kind and generous 
donors, sponsors and funders who support us throughout the year. It is 
because of them that we are able to bring to our community more thought-
provoking experiences and produce the extraordinary work we are so well 
known for. Please take a moment to review the names below and acknowledge 
their contributions with us.

Celebrating Our Friends and Supporters!

FUNDERS

SPONSORS

• Arts Commons
• Calgary Parking Authority 
• Evans Hunt 
• Fasken Martineau LLP 

• Holt Renfrew 
• Orange Frog 
• Teatro 
• Tourism Calgary

• Village Brewery 
• Wilson Laycraft 

Barristers & Solicitors

DONORS - 2023/2024

• The Flanagan 
Foundation

• Osten-Victor Fund

ACCELERATEUR
($15,000 +)

• James and Lesley 
Laycraft

• Viviane Mehr
• RBC Foundation 
• Clarice Siebens

PLAYEUR
($7500-$14999)

• Grant Burns
• Heather Edwards
• Aimee Louie
• Elizabeth Middleton
• Michael and Margaret 

Perlette
• Dell Pohlman and 

Lauren Raymore 
Pohlman

• Erin Thrall

PROVOCATEUR
($2500-$7499)

Let us add your name to our list next year by 
making your tax deductible donation TODAY! You will be 
supporting future editions of the High Performance Rodeo, 
the BeautifulYoungArtists program and all of the creativity 
from the OYR Ensemble throughout the year. Donating is 
as easy as scanning the QR code and grabbing your credit 
card.

Whether it’s an individual or corporate sponsorship we will
be happy to create a customized sponsorship opportunity
for you. One Yellow Rabbit is unabashedly the most
original and captivating theatre company in Canada.

• August Electronics
• Vasiliki Antomiou
• Michael Black
• George Campbell
• Morris and Ann 

Dencyger
• Colleen Dickson
• Gregory Forrest and 

Margo Helper
• Charlotte Fredericks
• James Gottselig
• Donna Gillmor
• Corey Hallisey
• Todd Hawkwood
• Jim Hill
• Stephen Kaganov & 

Rhonda Barad
• Neil Kathol & Iris 

Kathol
• Tanya Korenda
• Maher Latif
• Tom & Heather Lester
• Finn McConnell
• Robin Murphy
• Christine Plante
• Beth Riley
• River Cafe
• John Rooney
• Carol Ryder
• Carmen Salerno
• Alex Sarian
• Allison Sears
• Kelly Streit
• Brigitte von 

Rothemburg
• Christina Warrier

• Amanda Germain
• Kim Green
• Cheryl Gottselig
• Arif Hirani
• Dr. Jackie Korol
• Dale Lee Kwong
• David MacLean

• Francine Beland
• Sam and Lauren Bell 
• Mark Bellamy
• Norm Bellamy
• Elaine Bouey
• Ali Chamanara
• Douglas Collister
• T Crane
• Rowena Cromwell
• Jean Driver
• Jennifer Drysdale
• Carissa Dueck Warner
• Johnny Dunn
• Stefan Frick
• Susan Faulkner
• Caitlin Gallichan-lowe
• Angie Gelinas and 

Marilyn Milavsky
• Henry Groen
• William Hammett
• Michelle Kennedy
• Tom Langford
• Craig Laven
• Julia Melnyk
• Metrovino Fine Wines
• Helen Molloy
• Marilyn Mooibroek
• Kristopher Nielsen
• Carla Ogryzlo
• Maureen Ord
• Marinko Pavic
• James Peacock
• Joel Poissant
• Garth Renne
• Catherine Reeves
• Thomas Rich
• Marnie Schaetti
• Mandy Selby
• David Severson
• Kiran Somanchi
• Sarah Garton Stanley
• David Tomlinson
• Nancy Thorpe
• Wendi-Lynn Ulan
• Nelson Vingault
• Jeanne Watson
• Melody Williamson
• Jason Wordie
• Shirley Yurchi

DONORS - 2023/2024

BENEFACTEUR
($1000-$2499)

RACONTEUR
($500-$999)

• Zoe Bake-Paterson
• Bruce Barton
• Elaine Bouey
• Jamie Costabile
• Lillian Davies
• Margaret Dickson
• Dianne Goodman
• Chelsea Limoges-

Black
• Christopher Loach
• Marilyn Mooibroek
• Hilary Munro
• Linda-Joy Noronha
• Peter Quaiattini
• Bradley Struble
• Monti Tanner

VOYEUR
($25-$99)

CONNOISSEUR
($100-$499)

• Chair James Laycraft KC
• Vice Chair George Campbell
• Treasurer Tanya Koenda
• Secretary Aimee Louie

• Director Kristopher Nielsen
• Director Isaac Bignell
• Director Viviane Mehr
• Ex-Officio Blake Brooker CM

2025 Board of Directors
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40 YEARS!
Where has the time gone? 

Next year we have big plans to celebrate
the 40th Annual High Performance Rodeo

and we want you to join us!

Stay tuned for a lot of good things!
Want to stay in the loop? 
Be sure to get on the list today.

https://dpb-web.instantencore.com/program/45701/page/171245?cid=5208162&refreshCode=1730491664
https://dpb-web.instantencore.com/program/45701/page/171252?cid=5208162&refreshCode=1730491741
https://dpb-web.instantencore.com/program/45701/page/171257?cid=5208162&refreshCode=1730491818
https://dpb-web.instantencore.com/program/45701/page/147376?cid=5208162&refreshCode=1730492832
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